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Anfal surviving women in Smut/ ,(Y-+A) Newsletters
Rizgari are committed to a memorial and meeting

.place designed by themselves, Haukari eV, Frankfurt

Abstract

The Kurdish genocide, particularly the Anfal operation, as
one of the major crimes committed by the Iraqi government
,VAAA against the Kurdish people in Southern Kurdistan in
was carried out in eight stages. Innocent people were
subjected to genocide, but cultural aspects were also
destroyed as part of this process. In addition to the loss of
life and property, Kurdish national culture was destroyed,
especially art, literature, clothing, and daily necessities.
Among these, many folkloric items were destroyed in the
Rizgari region by the German Cooperation. To preserve
the memory of the Anfal campaign and pay attention to
cultural aspects such as tools and daily necessities left
behind, a number of documents and evidence of the Anfal
victims were collected in a place called Mali Maryam
(Mary>s house). Scholarly research has discussed their
efforts to keep the genocide of the Garmian people alive
and document this crime. Due to the importance of Mali
Maryambs (Mary>s house) work in remembering it, we
understand the memories of the Anfal campaign so that
they can be better addressed in the future and presented in

.a solid scientific manner
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Abstract

The Genocide of Anfal in the Novel “The Rose of Souls” by
Rewas Ahmad

Genocide stands as one of the gravest crimes committed
against the Kurdish people—an atrocity perpetrated by
occupying powers stripped of all sense of humanity,
morality, and conscience. Innocent civilians were the
victims, and the Kurdish nation bore the weight of this
brutal calamity, a tragedy forever etched into the collective
memory of its history. Thus, this dark chapter found deep
resonance within Kurdish literature, where its echoes

continue to shape artistic and narrative expression.

The novel “The Rose of Souls” emerges as a literary
reimagining of that genocide, documenting its horrors and
bearing witness to the unspeakable crimes of the era. The
aim of this research is to analyze how the novel portrays the
catastrophe that befell the Kurdish people, examining both

its historical and emotional dimensions.

Using a historical-descriptive analytical method, the study
reveals how the novelist transforms the pain of reality into
a profound imaginative vision—interweaving history and
fiction to depict the enormity of the tragedy and its human

consequences.

Within the novel, Selwa, a survivor of the Anfal campaign,
embodies the resilience of Kurdish womanhood—strong-
willed, courageous, and determined to live despite the
suffering surrounding her. The language of the narrative is
dense and lyrical, poetic in tone, lending the story a deep
emotional resonance. The events described are not mere
fiction; they are drawn from the lived experiences of a
people, recorded in literature as an enduring testimony to

their history.

Keywords: Anfal, Genocide, Crime, Tragedy, Imagery.
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